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Thank you, MAC
By Eric Willey, 2011 recipient of the  
Louisa Bowen Memorial Scholarship for Graduate Students  
in Archival Administration
Due to the support of the Louisa Bowen Memorial 
Scholarship, I was able to take a summer practicum class 
that focused on appraising, collecting, and processing 
the records of the Ethan Allen School, a juvenile cor-
rectional institution in Wales, Wisconsin, that is being 
closed. The project was completed under the supervision 
of Public Records Accessioner Abbie J. Norderhaug from 
the Wisconsin Historical Society. Having previously only 
worked processing reference requests, it was particularly 
valuable to me to be able to discuss the role of archives with 
the donors and see the archives from their point of view.
Having also taken courses in archives administration and 
introductory digitization, I became interested in distance 
learning projects and collaboration, which led me to start 
a student group at the University of Wisconsin–Madison 
to explore on-line collaboration technologies. I feel that 
distance collaboration is a natural fit for the many “lone 
arrangers” in the archives profession.
What ties all these activities together is that they involve 
a convergence of common interests, although I did not 
realize it until I sat down to write this essay. The Ethan 
Allen School project was possible because of the donors’ 
and archives’ common interests, and the distance learning 
group’s purpose is to create venues to make collaborative 
research and service projects possible. The Louisa Bowen 
Memorial Scholarship is essential because it represents a 
critical intersection of interests to the archival profession: 
those of professional organizations, such as MAC, and 
those of current archives students. As I proceed with my 
archival education and gain experience in the profession, 
I look forward to continuing my activities with MAC and 
supporting other archives students in turn. The Louisa 
Bowen Memorial Scholarship has been a great benefit to 
my archival education and serves as an important reminder 
that, despite the great diversity of archives and archivists, 
we all share many common interests.
